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REASONS YOUR FAMILY
WILL THANK YOU FOR
MAKING A WILL
A simple guide to securing their future

MAPLEBROOK WILL WRITING BRISTOL

Making a Will is easy to put off. You worry that it’ll
be too complicated, time-consuming or costly. That’s
why it can be overwhelming.
We know how it feels. Even when we made a Will
for the first time, we worried about the
consequences of what we had signed. What if our
Wills didn’t do what we wanted them to?
At Maplebrook Will Writing Bristol, we take the time
to understand your intentions and explain the
options. Whether we meet in person or on a video
call, we’ll give you peace of mind that you’ve done
the right thing.
And once you’ve made a Will, here are 10 reasons
your family will thank you for it.

1

Your wishes are clear
and up to date

When you make a Will, you make your intentions clear.
Not only by naming those you wish to benefit but also
who you trust to do the administration (the “executors”).
On the other hand, if
you don’t make a
Will, your family will
never know what you
actually wanted,
which can lead to
disputes. With no
Will, your assets are
distributed according
to the rules of
“intestacy”. This
means that your
spouse and blood
relatives inherit in a

set order, receiving fixed amounts. Other people,
including stepchildren, won’t inherit. Making a Will is
the only way to benefit stepchildren, friends and
charities. Even if you have a Will, you should review it
every few years. You may need to change executors if
they’ve moved away, or replace guardians who are too
old to look after minor children. Plus, relationships
change and the gifts that you included 10 years ago
may no longer be appropriate.

2

You’ve appointed guardians
for minor children

Who takes care of your children if both parents die
before they reach the age of 18? The answer is that a
court would decide unless you’ve appointed guardians
in advance. A simple way to appoint guardians is to
name them in your Will. You can also name reserves in

case your first choice is unable to act when the time
comes. There are a lot of things to consider when
choosing a guardian. You’ll need to consider their age,
relationships, financial stability, and whether children
would have to move schools to live with them. There
may not be an obvious choice. But if you don’t appoint
guardians, you might be leaving your children’s future in
the hands of the legal system.

3

The wrong people
won’t inherit

Relationships can change. If you’re not careful, someone
you’ve fallen out with could get your money. For
example, if you don’t have a Will, an ex-spouse would
inherit unless the divorce has been finalised. Equally,
you may wish to exclude a child or leave them a lesser
share. It’s possible to do this with a carefully written
Will. It’s also possible that a Will could be challenged in
court. That’s why, as part of our process, Maplebrook
Will Writing Bristol can advise you on the best ways of
preventing such a claim being successful.

4

Your partner will benefit
if you’re unmarried

Unmarried couples often don’t realise that there is no
such thing as a “common-law husband” or “commonlaw wife”. If you’re not married or in a civil partnership,

Who inherits if you don’t make a Will?
To find out who benefits if you die without a Will, scan
the QR code on the right or visit the link below to visit
the Government’s intestacy questionnaire.
www.gov.uk/inherits-someone-dies-without-will

your partner won’t inherit from you if you don’t make a
Will. It makes no difference how long you’ve been
together – the “intestacy” laws are strict! If you have
children together, the situation could be even worse. If
one partner died while the children were young, the
survivor would have to look after them with no
additional finances. Making a Will ensures you protect
your partner as well as your children.

5

Inheritance tax
is avoided

Inheritance tax has regularly been voted the most hated
tax, probably because the rate is 40%! In the past,
inheritance tax didn’t affect too many people. But now
an increasing number of families are having to pay it.
That’s because the soaring value of properties means
that more people are leaving behind valuable estates
than ever before. The good news is that there are legal
ways of avoiding or reducing your bill. In your Will
appointment, we’ll advise you on inheritance tax

planning so you can avoid nasty surprises for your
family later on. But there’s one very important fact to
know. Most inheritance tax planning takes seven years
to take effect, so don’t leave it too late!

6

Your children
aren’t disinherited

It’s not uncommon for someone whose partner has died
to meet someone new. It’s human nature, and most of
us would want them to live a happy life. However, your
children could end up being disinherited as a result.
That’s because your partner could change their existing
Will to favour their new family. If they remarried, their
existing Will would automatically be revoked.
Fortunately, this scenario is easy to prevent. It just
needs a different kind of Will – one that includes a
Trust. There are various types of Trust and things to
consider, so Maplebrook Will Writing Bristol can advise
you on suitable options during our meeting.

7

Pets go to a
loving home

Pets are beloved family members that deserve to go a
good home when you’re no longer around. In your Will,
you can name
someone you trust
to take care of
them. You can also
leave money to
ensure that they
receive the same
loving care they’re
accustomed to. If

you can’t think of anyone suitable, you can leave them
to the RSPCA instead. The charity runs an animal
rehousing scheme called “Home for Life”, for which we
can include the necessary wording in your Will.

8

Executors know your
funeral preferences

Any funeral wishes you include in your Will aren’t
legally binding but it’s a good idea to include them
anyway. That way, the executors and family members
who’ve seen your Will understand what you want.
Examples of wishes include a preference for burial or
cremation, a particular kind of service, or instructions for
scattering ashes. If you’ve previously purchased a
funeral plan or burial plot, you can mention it in your
Will in case other documents get misplaced.

9

Treasured items go
to deserving people

Do you own treasured possesions like jewellery, works
of art or medals? Perhaps you inherited items of
sentimental value
from your parents
or grandparents.
So why not leave
them to particular
people in your
Will? One of your
children might
have expressed
interest in a
certain item in the
past, or you might

want to give it to someone who will keep it in the
family. Either way, your special items will end up in the
hands of people who truly appreciate them.

10

Vulnerable children will
be taken care of

Vulnerable children depend on you and it’s difficult to
imagine a future in which you won’t be there to help
them. So you probably don’t want them inheriting your
money outright, all at once, when you die. They may
not be capable of looking after money and it could
cause them to lose their means-tested benefits. That’s
why a Trust is a good idea. That way, you can ensure
that their inheritance is given to them by people you
trust (the “trustees”), as and when they really need it.

Give yourself peace of mind by making a Will. Secure
your family’s future by booking an appointment
with Maplebrook Will Writing Bristol today.

Glossary
Estate
Your net worth. It’s
the value of your
assets minus any
debts such as loans
and mortgages.

Guardian(s)
These are people who
take care of minor
children if both
natural parents have
passed away.

Executor(s)
People named in your
Will who administer
your estate after
you’ve died.

Inheritance tax
This is the tax that an
estate must pay if it
exceeds a certain
value, or threshold.

Intestacy
The legal rules that
determine who
inherits if you don’t
make a Will.
Trust
A different way of
owning assets, it
provides more
protection than a
simple Will.

How to make a Will
Step 1: Book a free appointment
Pick a time and date to suit your diary
Step 2: Discuss your requirements
Tell us about your family and your goals
Step 3: Sign your Will
It’s legal once it’s signed and witnessed

Book an appointment
Scan the QR code or click the link below:
www.bristolwills.com/bookanappointment
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